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Abstract: Founded November 10, 1912 at 1:00 p.m. in Olten, Switzerland by the Swiss
Society of Public Benefits (Soci6t6 suisse d'utilit6 publique - SSUP) -which is still active
today - the new foundation "Für die Jugend" (actually organized on November 11) quickly
adopted the Latin name "Pro Juventute." Its principal objective was to awaken and
strengthen in parents, educators, authorities, and the general population a feeling of
responsibility toward young people.

In the early 20th century in Swit%erland there were no fewer than 3000 organi%ations whose
mission was aimed at helping youth. There were essentially no relationships among the various
organi%ations. The formation of Pro Juventute inspired the various organi%ations to work together
and provided an impetus for generating new ideas in addition to filling in the gaps in their own
activities. Endowed by SSUP with an initial 5 million francs of capital, Pro Juventute (PJ) rapidly
established an effective organi%ation, divided itself into geographical districts, and based its mission
statement on good will. In addition, PJ found and developed financing sources which guaranteed it
freedom of action and which in turn greatly increased its independence. At the time, numerous
charitable organi%ations' solicitations were bombarding the population. PJ, however, turned to the
sale of tangible objects, rather than solicitations, as its principal source of revenue.

The Debut of Pro Juventute Stamps

a. The origin of charity stamps
The idea of selling stamps to raise

money for charitable purposes dates back to
1862 when artistically engraved stamps were
put on sale in the United States. The profits
from the sale of the stamps went to help the
wounded of the Civil War. The idea
ultimately found its way to Swit%erland.

In 1894, 40-centime stamps for a
charity sale were issued in Lu%erne. Later,
the Union of Swiss Women used this method
to raise funds. In 1904, a vignette was put on
sale in Denmark the proceeds of which were
directed towards the struggle against Fig. 1. 1914 postal card with a charity stamp were sold by the
tuberculosis, the 	 (continued on page 9)

	

Union of Swiss Women to benefit the fight against tuberculosis.
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From the President's
Album:

by Harlan F. Stone
At our Board of Trustees meeting on May

23, during our AHPS convention at PIPEX in
Portland, Oregon, we will be making publication
plans for our book for new collectors of Swit%er-
land, now entitled Philately of Switzerland — An
Introductory Handbook. To publici%e this book,
we published Chapter 1 as a booklet last year
entitled Swiss Stamps — Something for Everyone .
This makes an ideal handout at your town li-
brary, stamp club, or local stamp show. Secre-
tary Dick Hall is ready to send you a supply on
request. See page 2 for his addresses.

At the same meeting we hope to settle on
the best way to update AHPS slide programs
and convert them into DVDs and Power Point
presentations. The existing subjects are a pano-
rama of Swiss stamps, Swiss postal stationery,
the St. Gotthard railroad, the Strubels, and
Swiss semi-postal stamps. Most of these slide
programs date back to the 1970s. If you want to
recommend additional subjects, send your pro-
posals to Slide Chairman Bruce Marsden. His
addresses are also on page 2.

Plan to attend/exhibit at these AHPS conven-
tions and shows:

May 22-24, 2009: PIPEX — Portland, OR;
contact George Struble, 210 18th St. NE, Sa-
lem, OR 97301,gstruble@willamette.edu

2010: CHICAGOPEX — Chicago, IL

2011: NAPEX — Washington, DC

The AHPS exhibits at PIPEX will be hard
to miss. By early April the show's exhibition
chairman had received entry forms for twelve
exhibits that will fill 77 frames, including nine
multi-frame displays and three one-frame exhib-
its. One of the 12 will be on a Liechtenstein sub-
ject, the first in probably a decade at an AHPS
convention. Eligible for our Helvetia awards are
not only Swiss exhibits but also exhibits of
Liechtenstein and Swiss-based international or-
gani%ations.

Speaking of Liechtenstein, our Friday af-
ternoon seminar at PIPEX will be on the theme
of Swiss-Liechtenstein philatelic connections. If
you plan to attend, bring and describe anything
in your collection related to this subject, such as
early merchant mail carried by the Fussacher
Post through Liechtenstein and Swit%erland;
19th century border %one letters with reduced
postage; Swiss definitive, airmail and postage
due stamps used in Liechtenstein during the
1920s; and the 1995 joint issue.

AHPS Convention at
PIPEX This Month!

by George Struble
AHPS will have its 2009 convention at

the Pacific International Philatelic Exhibition —
PIPEX for short, in Portland, Oregon. The dates
are May 22 to 24.

The stamp show will be at the Doubletree
Hotel Lloyd Center. Its address is 1000 NE
Multnomah Street, Portland, OR 97232, its
phone number is 1-800-996-0510. The room rate
(be sure to mention PIPEX 2009) is $99/night for

I. G. STAMPS 	SWITZERLAND
Please visit my Web site: http:www.igstamps.com 

• Over 6000 offers of Swiss stamps and Postal history.
• Each item has a brief description and picture.
• You can search for your particular collecting interest.
• As not all my stock will be listed I welcome your wants list.
• Those members who do not have a computer please contact me. I will send you a

printed copy of your collecting interests.
Ian Gilchrist, I. G. Stamps, PO Box 15, Harrogate HG11 1 SL, England

E Mail admin@igstamps.com 
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a single room and $109 for a double room (plus
tax of 12.5%). Reservations were to have been
made by April 21, 2009, but at this writing there
were still rooms available.

The Doubletree is half a block from a
Max light rail line station, which provides easy
access from downtown or from Portland Airport.
Those of us over age 65 can use the "Honored
Citi%en" rate of 95 cents on Max. There is also
easy access from I-5 and I-84.

The 220 frames are all spoken for. There
will be over 30 dealers.

AHPS will host a seminar Friday after-
noon at 2:00. The focus of this seminar will be
Swiss philatelic connections to Liechtenstein.
Our seminar is always an enjoyable information-
sharing session with lots of "show and tell" and
"show and ask." Bring your own contributions!

We will have an informal AHPS dinner at
The Rheinlander German restaurant Friday
evening. Please tell me you are coming (see my
contact information on page 2), so I can reserve
your seat at the dinner table. We are ordering
the "Rheinlander Feast," and I promise you it is
well named! The price of $33 includes the ser-
vice charge, but not wine or beer.

(Continued on page 16)

Member News
by George Struble

Frit% Graf just returned from a South
America Cruise around Cape Horn. He dipped
his toe in the Antarctic water at Ushuaia. He
had to do this since two years ago he traveled to
Tuktoyaktuk in the north of Canada and had my
feet in the Arctic ocean there. His hope for the
next trip is to Portland, in May to PIPEX

Michael Rutherfoord's granddaughter
Meret and her boyfriend Fabian were in Toronto
for three months to learn English. They bought
a car and toured the US, dropping in on Mi-
chael's long-time friend Chuck LaBlonde. Meret
and Fabian are both certified Swiss pastry chefs.
Chuck "allowed" them to show off in his kitchen;
his review was "WOW!"

This column tries to build community
among us. Please share news of yourself and/or
your AHPS friends.

The American Helvetia Philatelic Society
(AHPS) is a non-profit educational organi%a-
tion with IRS 501(c)3 status. AHPS is dedi-
cated to the advancement of Swiss philately
and building a community of members who
share an interest in Swiss philately.

TELL is the primary means of communica-
tion among AHPS members. The goals of
TELL are
• inform its readers about Swiss philately
• support the activities of AHPS
• provide publishing opportunities for re-

search in Swiss philately
• serve needs of AHPS members

AHPS Auction Manager
Report

2008 was another growth year for the
AHPS auctions. The final auction of the
year was large in number of lots (236), and
especially in sales ($6,784) thanks to a few
high end items. It should be of interest to
note that there is a market for these better
items among our members.

The three sales of 2007 returned
$1549 to the AHPS treasury. Results of
these sales are summari%ed in the table be-
low.

AHPS Auction Summary 2008

Sale # 141
Mar 08

142
July 08

143
Nov 08

Total Ave -
rage

# of Lots 113 103 236 452 151

# of Sell-
ers

9 5 7 --- 7

# of Lots
Sold

55 58 116 229 76

# of Bid-
ders

13 15 22 --- 17

$ Sales 2371 1485 6784 10640 3547

$to
AHPS

349 220 980 1549 516

Respectfully submitted,

Gordon T. Trotter

March 4, 2009
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Fig. 1. First Day Cover with clima label

Fig. 2. Old version

Fig. 3. New Version

Matterhorn Meanderings
by Richard T. Hall

Climate change and car-
bon offsets have come to philat-
ely. Swiss Post issued a stamp
on March 5, 2009, noting the
retreat of the Morteratsch Gla-
cier over the past 158 years. It
has retreated 2.5 kilometers,
shrunk by 25% in area and 35%
in volume. But Swiss Post
didn't stop there. They have
begun a program called "pro
clima" which allows a postal pa-
tron to purchase a carbon offset
by paying a slight additional
charge of 5c for a regular letter
or just 1c if the patron uses a
WebStamp. The contribution is
noted by a special pro clima la-
bel. Thanks to good friend Mi-
chael Rutherfoord I have the
first day cover shown in Figure
1 with the Morteratsch Glacier stamp AND the pro clima label. Thanks, Michael. I find it a bit ironic
that the pro clima label is twice the size of a normal postage label.

A subtle change took place on May 5, 2009, with the
Fr1.30 Rufous-tailed rock thrush stamp issued on May 8,
2008. The original version of the stamp had the blue A Prior-
ity label attached to the stamp. The new version, because of a
change in postal rates, no longer has the label attached. The
subtle difference which permits the old and new versions to be
distinguished if the A Priority label has been detached is in
the die cutting at the bottom of the stamp. Figure 2 shows the
old version, Figure 3 the new. The old version will show a
ragged spot at the two outer "perforations" and at the central
"perforation". The new version will have only clean "perfora-
tions". The new version will not be included in standing or-
ders nor will it be included in the year packs. Make sure you

have the old version before it goes off sale.

Through the kind offices of member Jean-Paul Jaccard I can present reviews of two pamphlets
which may be of interest to some members. The first is  Tag der Briefmarke Schweiz - Journée du
Timbre Suisse by Heinz Bauer (in collaboration with Jean-Paul). This 44-page pamphlet is a catalog
of everything philatelic associated with the Day of the Stamp. Written in German with a French in-
troduction, the illustrations and easy layout of the catalog make it easy to use for the non-German
reading user. Figure 4 shows a sample page from the catalog. It is available for Fr18.00 plus postage
from Heinz Bauer, Flurhofstr. 18, CH-9244 Niederuzwil, Switzerland.

The other pamphlet is entitled Pro Patria - Katalog zum Thema Bundesfeier by Johannes
M^ller. It has 40 pages of color illustrations of every Pro Patria stamp, postal card, postcard, ribbon,
and medal issued through 1991. In addition, there is a catalog of all the above-mentioned items plus
associated cancels. Figure 5 shows a sample page from the catalog. The pamphlet and catalog are
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Fig. 4. A page from the Tag der Briefmarken pamphlet

available from Johannes Müller, Neuen
-gasse 38, Postfach 7357, CH-3001 Bern,

Switzerland for Fr20.00 plus postage. Both
pamphlets are highly recommended.

This installment of Swiss post office
closings and changes has to have set a re-
cord. You begin to wonder if any village
post offices remain open.

1. On January 24, 2009, the post office at
6212 St. Erhard (canton Luzern) was closed
[assumed by 6210 Sursee].

2. On February 3, 2009, the post office at
4556 Aeschi (canton Solothurn) was closed
[assumed by 4554 Etziken].

3. On February 12, 2009, the post office at
5642 Mühlau (canton Aargau) was closed
[assumed by 5634 Merenschwand].

4. On February 13, 2009, the post office at
2908 Grandfontaine (canton Jura) was
closed [assumed by 2900 Porrentruy] [K-
cancel 1341 was last used on that date].

5. On February 20, 2009, the following post
offices were closed:

6056 Kägiswil (canton Obwalden) [as-
sumed by 6055 Alpnach Dorf] [K-cancel
610 was last used on that date]
6062 Wilen (Sarnen) (canton Obwalden)
[assumed by 6060 Sarnen 2 Büntenpark]

6.On February 26, 2009, the post office at 8454  Buchberg (canton Schaffhausen) was closed [assumed
by 8416 Flaach].

7.On February 27, 2009, the following post offices were closed:

3993 Grengiols (canton Valais) [assumed by 3983 M6rel]
[K-cancel 707a was last used on that date]

3309 Kernenried (canton Bern) [aassumed by 3312 Fraubrunnen]
9033 Untereggen (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 9400 Rorschach]

8.On February 28, 2009, the following post offices were closed:

6958 Bidogno (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6958 Bidogno]
8616 Riedikon (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8610 Uster]
9103 Schwellbrunn (canton  Appenzell Ausserrhoden) [assumed by 9100 Herisau 1]

[K-cancel 270a was last used on that date].

9. On March 6, 2009, the post office at 3412 Heimiswil (canton Bern) was closed [assumed by 3400
Burgdorf] [K-cancel 683 was last used on that date].

10. On March 7, 2009, the following post offices were closed:

8553 Hüttlingen-Mettendorf (canton Thurgau) [assumed by 8500 Frauenfeld]
[K-cancel 1182 was last used on that date]

4515 Oberdorf (canton Solothurn) [assumed by 4512 Bellach]
[K-cancel 801 was last used on that date] 	(Continued on page 12)
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Photogravure Scenic Trial Prints
by Richard T. Hall

My mention in the July 2008 TELL of the Trial Prints booklet issued by the PTT in December
1957 brought an interesting question from a new member, Rick VanGorder. He looked at the green
"Col du Susten" trial print illustrated in the article and thought it looked familiar so he pulled out his
collection of Swiss Cinderella items and found he had three blocks of ten from the same issue. Since
Swissair is prominently mentioned on several of the labels in his collection, he was wondering if the
PTT issued the labels for Swissair. A very good question. Rather than publicizing Swissair, 1 think
the PTT was promoting tourism in Switzerland in general, Swissair being the "preferred" way to get to
Switzerland. 1f you look at the other labels in the issue, you'll find a common theme of traveling
around Switzerland by bus, train, and airplane.

But Rick's question got me to thinking. There are a lot of collectors of Swiss material who may
not be aware of the extent of these trial prints.  Swiss Trial Prints by Derrick M. Slate, revised edi-
tion, published in January 2009. provides a catalog of these trial prints which clarifies many details.
For the purposes of this article, 1 will only discuss the photogravure scenic trial prints which Mr. Slate
describes as "Alpine Post, etc. (various scenes)".

1 had forgotten that these trial prints came in three different sizes — small, medium, and large.
The final version was the "large" size that appeared in the Trial Prints booklet. But first let us exam-
ine the earlier versions. 1 want to thank John Larson for providing the scans of items from his
collection for use in this article.

Figure 1. A “medium” version sheet

The medium size labels appeared in 1936. They were 37 x 20 mm and printed in sheets of 25
in three different colors - violet, red, and green/blue. The vertical margins of the sheet are inscribed
Postes Alpestres Suisse on the left and Schweizerische Alpenposten  on the right. Figure 1 shows one of
the "medium" version sheets. You will notice that the labels have no captions but according to Mr.
Slate the 25 designs are, in order of appearance on the sheet:
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Julier (1) Val d'Herens (1) Campfèr-Maloja Furka
Urnerboden Val d'Herens (2) Silvaplana (3) Julier (4)
Maloja (1) Schuls - Sent Julier (2) Klausen
St. Moritz Silvaplana (1) Julier (3) Silvaplana (4)
Grimsel Silsersee Maloja (2)
Bivio Simplon Stalden - Saas
Fluela Silvaplana (2) Sils

The second, "small," version appeared
sometime after 1936. The labels are about
the size of the 1949 Technik und Landschaft
definitives, 26 x 20% mm. They were issued
in sheets of 50 different designs in six differ-
ent colors - blue, violet, red, carmine, green,
and green/blue. The vertical margins of the
sheet are inscribed  Schweizerische Alpenpos-
ten Postes Alpestres Suisse Poste Alpine
Svizzere . Figure 2 shows one of the
"small" version sheets. The 50 design cap-
tions, in order of appearance on the sheet
are:

1. Ofenpass (view)
2. Ofenpass (car)
3. Ofenpass (tree)
4. Münstertal (Münstertal in white lettering)
5. Münstertal (Müstertal in dark lettering)
6. Unterengadin (bus approaching)
7. Unterengadin (bus sideways)
8. Fluela (view of lake)
9. Fluela (alpine bus)
10.Oberengadin (bus & church)
11.Oberengadin (rocks)
12.Oberengadin (meadow)
13.Oberengadin (meadow & barn)
14.Oberengadin (bus & barns)
15.St. Moritz
16.Cavlioggiasee
17.Silsersee (lake with tree)
18.Silsersee (lake with plants)
19.Silsersee (bus & lake)
20.Maloja
21.Soglio
22.Bregaglia (road & church)
23.Bregaglia (barn & view)
24.Bregaglia (cows & view)
25.Bregaglia (rocks)
26.Bivio
27.Oberhalbstein
28.Averstal
29.Lukmanier
30.Furka
31.Gotthard
32.Grimsel (bus & glacier)
33.Grimsel (bus & dam)
34.Grimsel (bus on bend)
35.Grimsel (side view of bus)
36.Binntal
37. Simplon (large bus in foreground)

Figure 2. A “small” version sheet

38.Simplon (bus travelling to right)
39.Simplon (small bus in foreground)
40.Saas-Fee
41.Val d'Anniviers
42.Val d'H6rens (bus & church)
43.Val d'H6rens (people at pump)
44.Val d'H6rens (two buses & rocks)
45.Le Grand St-Bernard
46.Lago di Lugano (view with vine)
47.Lago di Lugano (view & blossom)
48.Vierwaldstättersee
49.Klausen
50. Heiden 	(Continued on page 14)
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Fig. 2. From 1912 to 1960 Pro Juventute has issued 56 en-
velopes containing 300 art cards. In the first series of 1912
one could affix a 10-centime stamp without franking value,
but which could be canceled. Issued with a slogan in three
languages and in different colors, this vignette is very sought
after and is known as a “precursor.”

Fig. 3. In a format enlarged in 1926, Pro Juventute cards
permitted beautiful frankings with stamps of the same year.

The Pro Juventute Foundation
Celebrates its 95 th Birthday!

(Continued from page 1) scourge of the era. From 1904 to 1911 this campaign brought in receipts of
about 600,000 francs. This happy result encouraged other nations to follow that example, generally at

hristmas time.

b. Introduction of the franking power
The first charity stamps with franking

power were issued in England, then in Russia,
Holland and Rumania. In Switzerland they ap-
peared in 1910, when the Committee of the Au-
gust 1 Celebrations [translators note:
Switzerland's equivalent of our 4 th of July] put on
sale, in conjunction with the Postal Administra-
tion (PTT), a postal card with the image of a 5
centime stamp. A total of 309,300 of the stamps
were sold at a price of 20 centimes apiece. Of the
net proceeds of approximately 40,000 francs,
29,000 francs were put at the disposal of the Fed-
eral Council for victims of a flood. The great suc-
cess of this sale, thanks notably to the
collaboration of the PTT and the franking power
appreciated by collectors, led the new PJ Founda-
tion, also encouraged by the SSUP, to put into cir-
culation the first stamp of this kind in Switzerland. There unfortunately was not enough time in 1912
to allow the required negotiations with the PTT to obtain franking power for the stamps. The PTT
was, however, obliging in that it permitted the PJ Foundation to sell the stamps at postal counters.
The Foundation organized the sale in numerous towns as well as directly to homes. The first three
stamps, printed by typography, were sold between December 12 (14?) and 31, 1912. They carried the
same illustration: an allegorical group of children — illustrated by Margarethe Goetz — but in different
colors with inscriptions in the three national languages (these were called "precursors"). The numeral
10 designated only the price of the stamp but it had no postal value. When properly franked with
valid postage, the "precursor" could be cancelled. The result of this trial was encouraging: 1,275,939
stamps were sold with profits going towards the campaign against tuberculosis. In principle, the
stamp should not be found canceled before December 14, 1912.

It was clear, however, that the public
would not voluntarily use stamps that had no in-
trinsic value and that such stamps would never
gain the same acceptance as stamps valid for
postage.

c. The first official stamps
On December 1, 1913, the first PJ stamp

with franking value was issued, good for 5 cen-
times postage but sold for 10 centimes. The surtax
went to PJ. The stamp was designed by E. Gras-
set of Paris (a bust of Helvetia). In 1914 there
were no PJ stamps issued because of the start of
WW1. Beginning in 1915 to the present, a series
of 2 to 5 stamps have been issued every year. The
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Fig. 4. Official Pro Juventute miniature letters for the New
Year, using different linguistic variants, were issued with mes-
sage cards from 1926 to 1960. 54 series with 66 envelopes
with different subjects were printed. They are known as
“Briefli.”

Fig. 5. For three years (1987-1989) thirteen
maximum cards were issued which did not
have the sales success anticipated. Illus-
trated here is card MK1 .

stamps have also been issued in booklets. Ini-
tially, the stamps could only be used from Decem-
ber 1 to the end of February of the following year.
From 1916 to 1928, however, the period of validity
was extended to April 30 and after 1929, to the
end of May. Beginning in 1953, the period of va-
lidity was fixed at June 30, and after December 1,
1964 the stamps had unlimited validity. Because
they were always issued at year end; PJ stamps
are considered messengers of year-end good
wishes designed to encourage in the populace a
desire to donate for the development of social
work. At first, however, the PJ stamps were only
valid for postal service within Switzerland. Why
was there this limitation?

d. International postal treaties
The reason that PJ stamps could only be used in Swit-

zerland was due to the Universal Postal Union (UPU) treaty
signed in Rome in 1906. The treaty contained a restrictive
clause which specified: "It is not permitted to use in interna-
tional service stamps created for a special and particular pur-
pose by the country of origin, such as those called
commemoratives with only a transitory value."

Postal administrations, however, were free — when
asked — to accept or reject as franking value the use of stamps
of other countries. In addition, Swiss postal authorities in-
formed the public which neighboring countries would accept
the PJ issues as valid postage. Of thirteen administrations
consulted, six agreed to accept them; namely, Bavaria, Den-
mark, Italy, Portugal, Russia and Hungary, and seven re-
fused; namely, Belgium, Germany, England, France,
Netherlands, Austria, and Wurttemberg. Because of work
conducted by the Swiss delegation to the UPU Congress held
in Madrid in the fall of 1920, the UPU refrained from intro-
ducing into the new Convention Article 11, the restriction
cited above, which applied to PJ stamps. This modification to

the convention caused an important evolution, change, and growth for PJ stamps. For example, be-
ginning in 1921 a 40-centime value was issued and was valid for foreign use. Starting in 1987 and
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then annually from 1992 on, a stamp was issued specifically for Christmas mail. It should be noted
that PJ stamps were also used in Liechtenstein, in addition to other Swiss stamps, beginning on Feb-
ruary 1, 1921. During this period Swiss stamps were valid in Liechtenstein but were not sold at
Liechtenstein post offices. This anomaly provided numerous postal exchanges with Swiss collectors.
The rare cancellations of mixed frankings of this period are worthy of special study, as on a very few
occasions PJ stamps before 1921 were canceled in Liechtenstein. Clearly, postal workers in the Prin-
cipality were not always current as to whether or not Swiss stamps were valid in Liechtenstein.

e. Conventions with the PTT
From the beginning, agreements were made which linked the PJ Foundation and the PTT,

regulated relations between the two groups, and established conditions under which PJ stamps could
be issued. In addition, the agreements established how sales receipts were to be divided between the
districts and the general secretariat of the PJ Foundation. These agreements evolved through the
years. The federal ordinance of February 19, 1975, finalized in 1995, regulated the details of how spe-
cial postage stamps with a surtax authorized in Switzerland were to be issued. It was only in 1978,
based on the 1975 ordinance, that a contract covering the annual issuance of PJ stamps was concluded
between the PTT and the Foundation. Until then, everything depended upon a `gentleman's agree-
ment" which resulted in PJ stamps that did not always adhere to the demands and criteria of the PTT.

Other articles sold at a profit for the Foundation
During the PJ's 90 years of existence – remembering that it has always been a private institu-

tion without state aid – several other means besides PJ stamps were used to raise the financial re-
sources necessary to fund its activities. First there were TO telegrams (Telegrams for Special
Occasions, the official name given to them when they started). The telegrams were introduced in 1918
and were created by the Geneva painter Forestier. The telegrams permitted greetings to be transmit-
ted on artistically decorated sheets accompanied with a special envelope. A surtax of 70 centimes was
charged to the sender, of which 45 centimes was returned to PJ and the remainder went to the ad-
ministration for social services. A second, more modern model, was introduced five years later, and a
third in 1932. The surcharge was raised to a franc in 1950. In December 1922, a mourning sheet de-
signed by Auguste Giacometti, was introduced. The demise of telegrams as a method of communica-
tion put an end to this service a few years ago. This change in communication technology forced PJ to
find other sources of financing.

Another fund raising method PJ employed between 1912 to 1960 was the creation of a series of
300 post cards illustrated by Swiss artists, sold, except in 1914, 1917, and 1936, in 56 series of enve-
lopes containing several cards (the initial price was 7 cards for a franc). They were augmented from
1926 to 1960 by miniature official New Year's letters, with decorated envelopes called `Briefli". [See
the articles by Richard T. Hall about these postcards and Briefli, in  TELL articles in September 2006
and January 2007.] These envelopes are very much sought after by collectors. Even today a beautiful
series of double cards, as well as stickers for packages (illustrated like first day cover envelopes) are
offered every year by PJ. The annual booklets of PJ stamps existed in 1915 and then—after a hiatus—
every year thereafter beginning in 1953. These booklets are considered separate from other fund rais-
ing efforts.

For their benefit, the directors of the Foundation received, until 2004, an original, limited edi-
tion, numbered leaflet containing that year's series of stamps in blocks of four with a first day cancel-
lation. These leaflets were issued beginning in 1941 and carried, until 1980, a reproduction of the
great seal of the Foundation. Currently, a modified reproduction of the seal, colored in green, can be
found on the flights of the Pro Juventute hot air balloons originating in Château d'Oex. These flights
have taken place every year since 1985.

For completeness, mention should be made that the franchise stamps issued for the use of sev-
eral private social organizations have also benefited PJ. These benefits have accrued, increasing an-
nually, until 1955. The small black numbers overprinted on the stamps allow one to identify the
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Fig. 5. Page from the Pro Patria pamphlet

beneficiaries. PJ received the number 638. In addition, for a long time in bazaars and special sales
and soirées organized by its individual districts, the Foundation sold, under its name, boxes of
matches as well as school crayons manufactured by Caran d'Ache.

Very early in its existence PJ became interested in books. It consequently published a number
of works, a specialized review, several children's books and magazines — specifically to be noted are
such works as "L'Ecolier romand" or "Le Crapaud à lunettes" — as well as the celebrated and well re-
nowned "Almanac Pestalozzi." The modern era permitted it to organize for its benefit diverse balloon
flights carrying mail (for example, for the 1964 Expo), to sell a series of pins illustrating the annual
stamps as well as telephone cards. All of these articles, and some other more practical ones such as
motorcycle insurance stickers, are put on sale every year to benefit children, young people, and fami-
lies living in Switzerland. All of this happens under a decentralized system supported by thousands of
benefactors.

Thanks are due to Pro Juventute for the excellent quality of its products, notably philatelic
items, which beginning in 1912 have induced many collectors to contribute to its objectives and to
mount in their albums their multi-colored vignettes. Happy anniversary to the Foundation and happy
progress toward its centenary!

Matterhorn Meanderings (Continued from page 6)

8524 Uesslingen (canton Thurgau) [as-
sumed by 8500 Frauenfeld]
[K-cancel 1433 was last used on that
date]
8187 Weiach (canton Zürich) [assumed
by 8174 Stadel bei Niederglatt]

11. On March 13, 2009, the post office at
3989 Grafschaft (canton Bern) was closed
[assumed by 3989 Grafschaft].

12. On March 19, 2009, the post office at
3148 Lanzenhäusern (canton Bern) was
closed [assumed by 3150 Schwarzenburg].

13. On March 21, 2009, the post office at
8372 Wiezikon bei Sirnach (canton Thur-
gau) was closed [assumed by 9500 Wil SG].

14. On March 25, 2009, the post office at
8624 Grüt (Gossau ZH) (canton Zürich)
was closed [assumed by 8620 Wetzikon 1].

15. On March 27, 2009, the following post
offices were closed:

4714 Aedermannsdorf (canton Solo-
thurn) [assumed by 4714 Aedermanns-
dorf]
4464 Maisprach (canton Basel Land)
[assumed by 4312 Magden]
3475 Riedtwil (canton Bern) [assumed
by 3360 Herzogenbuchsee]
3556 Trub (canton Bern) [assumed by
3555 Trubschachen]
[K-cancel 253a was last used on that
date]
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16. On March 28, 2009, the following post offices were closed:

1801 Le Mont-Pèlerin (canton Vaud) [assumed by  1805 Jongny] [K-cancel 220a was last used on
that date]
6103 Schwarzenberg (canton Luzern) [assumed by 6102 Malters] [K-cancel 215a was last used on
that date]

7453 Tinizong (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7460 Savognin]
[K-cancel 942 was last used on that date]

17. On March 31, 2009, the following post offices were closed:

6020 Emmenbrücke-Benziwil (canton Luzern) [assumed by  6020 Emmenbrücke]
7154 Ruschein (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7130 Ilanz]
3657 Schwanden (Sigriswil) (canton Bern) [assumed by 3655 Sigriswil]
8079 Zürich 79 Messe Zürich (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8050 Zürich 50]

18. On April 3, 2009, the following post offices were closed:

1372 Bavois (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1350 Orbe]
1684 Mézières (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 1680 Romont]

19. On April 11, 2009, the post office at 7133 Obersaxen Affeier (canton Graubünden) [assumed by
7133 Obersaxen Meierhof].

20. On April 17, 2009, the post office at 1610 Châtillens (canton Vaud) was closed [assumed by  1607
Palézieux-Village] .

21. On April 18, 2009, the post office at 6404 Greppen (canton Luzern) was closed [assumed by 6353
Weggis] [K-cancel 763 was last used on that date].

22. On April 24, 2009, the post office at 1689 Le Châtlard-près-Romont (canton Fribourg) was closed
[assumed by 1689 Le Châtelard] .

23. On April 30, 2009, the following post offices were closed:

1796 Courgevaux (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 3280 Murten]
7405 Rothenbrunnen (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7418 Tumegl/Tomils]
6451 Sisikon (canton Uri) [assumed by  6469 Altdorf UR 1]

[K-cancel 455 was last used on that date]

24. On May 1, 2009, the post office at 7553 Tarasp (canton Graubünden) was closed [assumed by  7550
Scuol] [K-cancel 315a was last used on that date].

25. On May 2, 2009, the following post offices were closed:

4252 Bärschwil Dorf (canton Solothurn) [assumed by 4242 Laufen]
1175 Lavigny (canton Vaud) [assumed by  1170 Aubonne]
3618 Süderen (canton Bern) [assumed by 3614 Unterlangenegg]

Whew!! What a list!

Keep those questions and answers coming.

New Members
We are delighted to welcome six new

members since our last report of September
2008, as well as the reinstatement of Charles
"Chic" Bertolacci, Alf Brooks, and Anthony
Mikulaschek:

Ernest W. Blattner
Utah

Mark P. Dauer
Louisiana

Chuck Jarvis
Michigan

Jussi Kekäläinen
Finland

John C. Roberts
Arizona

Harry Vanderhoof
New Jersey
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Photogravure Scenic Trial Prints
(Continued from page 8) We finally come to the "large" size labels which appeared in 1958.

There were actually two different "large" sizes, one with dimensions of 45 x 25% mm in sheets of 25
different designs on ordinary white paper and one with dimensions of 44% x 25% in continuous rolls of
60 designs on granite paper with red and blue fibers.

Figure 3. A “large” version sheet

The sheet version was printed in blue, violet, green (both light and dark), and brown (both light
and dark). Figure 3 shows one of the "large" version sheets.  The horizontal margins of the sheet
version are inscribed Schweizerische Alpenposten Postes Alpestres Suisse Poste Alpine Svizzere . The
25 designs of the sheet version, in order of appearance on the sheet are:

1 Pian S. Giacomo 14 Susten (road & tunnel through cliffs)
2 Nufenen 15 Brig
3 Rosegtal 16 Simplon (old car on road)
4 Maloja 17 Stalden (Wallis)
5 Silvaplana 18 Simplon (bus)
6 Soglio 19 Simplon (road & mountain)
7 Guarda 20 Rivaplana
8 Schneeräumung am Julier 21 Gandriastrasse (road & lake)
9 Grimselstausee 22 Locarno-Monti

10 Susten (road & tunnel entrance) 23 Gandriastrasse (road through tunnel)
11 Grimsel 24 Franches-Montagnes
12 Susten (road & snow on mountains) 25 Klausenpass
13 Susten (hairpin bends)

The roll version is actually two "sheets" of  30 printed alternately along the length dimension of
the roll. It was printed in blue, green, and brown (shades). The figures illustrate the "sheet" concept.
The "sheets" obviously have no side margins but do have top and bottom margins which are inscribed
Direction Général des Postes, Télégraphs et Téléphones a Berne and Schweiz Suisse Svizzera Switzer-
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land, respectively. As can be seen in the figures, the marginal inscriptions "define" the sheet. Since
there is no way to know which sheet is "first", the stamp position numbers are arbitrarily prefixed
with a "1" (Figure 4) or "2" (Figure 5). The 60 designs, in order of appearance in each "sheet" are:

101 Monte San Salvatore 201 Swissair (aeroplane in  flight & clouds)
102 Chasse-neige en action 202 Col du Julier
103 Chillon 203 Technique et romantique
104 Col du Susten (lake & bolders) 204 St-Gothard (bus on bend)
105 Saas Fee 205 Soglio
106 Col du Susten (road through cliffs) 206 Col du Simplon
107 Col du Grimsel (bus on lakeside) 207 Brigue, Palais Stockalper
108 Le Gothard en hiver 208 Col du Grimsel (bus & mountains)
109 Swissair (pilot in cockpit) 209 Splügen
110 Val Roseg (river & trees etc) 210 Tessin
111 Col de la Furka 211 Col de la Maloja
112 Bon voyage, bonne table 212 Col du Susten (lake & mountain)
113 Glacier de l'Aletsch 213 Tunnel du Gothard 1.5 km
114 Sion 214 Col du Susten (bus & lake)
115 Invitation au voyage... 215 Zermatt
116 Seebodenalp 216 Transit par le Gothard
117 Locarno 217 Val Roseg (mountains, etc.)
118 Haute Engadine (lake & tree in front) 218 Swissair (two aeroplanes)
119 Swissair (aeroplane in flight) 219 Lac de Côme
120 Sils Baselgia 220 Lac de Bienne
121 Altanca 221 Chasse-neige
122 Près de Stalden 222 Gandria
123 Berne-Gurnigel 223 Col du Stelvio
124 L'express du Gothard 224 Pont à 4 voies, Berne
125 Col du Klausen 225 Saas Grund
126 Agréable ambiance 226 La Suisse, pays des ponts
127 Val d'H6rens 227 Col de la Flüela
128 St-Gothard (view of lake) 228 Swissair (passengers disembarking)
129 Haute Engadine (bus on lakeside) 229 Grand St-Bernard
130 Swissair (mother & child reading) 230 Col du Grimsel (view & glacier)

Figure 4. Roll version of “large” sheet
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Figure 5. The other roll version.

I hope this answers Mr. VanGorder's question and also hope it will help others identify some of those
Cinderellas they have stashed away. Again, I want to thank John Larson for the figures in this arti-
cle.

PIPEX This Month
(Continued from page 4) Saturday morn-

ing at 10:00 will be our normal business meet-
ing, and we look forward to a swap session
Sunday morning.

The awards banquet will be Saturday
evening. The price is $43.50, for either Vege-
tarian Wellington or Chicken Marsala; send
your check, made out to PIPEX 2009, with a
note of your choice of entrée, to Tony
Wawrukiewicz, P O Box 19568, Portland, OR
97280 by May 12.

Besides AHPS, other participating so-
cieties holding meetings include

• the United Postal Stationery Society
• the Auxiliary Markings group

There will also be meetings of the
American Air Mail Society (AAMS) and the
American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors.

There will also be a PIPEX hospitality

suite open to us Thursday, Friday, and Satur-
day evenings.

BUYING / SELLING
WORLD COINS

Specializing in coins and medals of
SWITZERLAND
U.S. Distributor of

Modern Schützentaler

Craig Keplinger
Keplinger World Coins

P O Box 5123
CORALVILLE IA 52241

Website: www.numiswiss.com
PH: (319)339-9447; FAX: (319)339-9465

Email: keplingercoins@mchsi.com
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